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PRESS RELEASE 
 

FGDP(UK) events draw unprecedented numbers 

 

The Faculty of General Dental Practice (UK) is thrilled with the outstanding success of a 

series of events it held during February. 

 

The FGDP(UK)©s VT Open Day drew over 300 vocational dental practitioners keen to hear 

about opportunities for continued learning and career development with the Faculty, and to 

find out more about the new MJDF examination. Among the presenters was an MJDF 

candidate who gave first-hand experience of preparing for and sitting the exam – as one of 

the attendees commented, "It was very helpful and encouraging to hear from someone ©just 

like us© on how the qualification can be achieved". Elsewhere, Professor Richard Ibbetson 

took a contemporary look at restorative dentistry in a talk that was described as 

"entertaining, informative and truly inspiring". 

 

Also in February, representatives from companies throughout the dental world, as well as 

members of the press, had the opportunity to view the new state-of-the-art surgical training 

facilities at The Royal College of Surgeons of England as part of the FGDP(UK)©s Corporate 

Open Day. Attendees heard how the Wolfson Surgical Training Centre provides a modern, 

world-class facility for dental and surgical training, before witnessing a live demonstration of 

hands-on work that forms part of training for the FGDP(UK)©s implant diploma. The Faculty©s 

Dean, Richard Hayward, also presented the FGDP(UK)©s latest developments, including the 

move to provide accredited training in aesthetic dentistry. 

 

An event entitled ©Developing, Enabling and Facilitating Practice-Based Research in Primary 

Dental Care© proved to be an excellent networking opportunity for everyone interested in 

promoting practice-based research. Presentations came from the Department of Health, 

GlaxoSmithKline, the UK Clinical Research Network and the Royal College of General 
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Practitioners, as well as leading academics from other areas of primary care. John 

Wilkinson, Head of the NHS Research and Development Workforce, used the day to call for 

representation from dentistry on all health panels within the Department of Health. 

 

Last but not least, Birmingham played host to the FGDP(UK)©s Career Pathway Away Day, 

where dentists and dental care professionals gathered to hear about the structure and 

benefits of the FGDP(UK)©s career development programme. Delegates were also able to 

meet providers of Career Pathway-accredited postgraduate courses, and quiz Faculty staff 

on how the Career Pathway could support their professional development. 
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1. Images and logos are available on request 

2. The Faculty of General Dental Practice (UK) is the academic home for general dental practitioners 

(GDPs) and dental care professionals (DCPs) in the UK. Based at The Royal College of Surgeons of 

England, it aims to promote excellence in the standards of patient care in general dental practice by 

encouraging involvement in postgraduate training and assessment, education and research. The 

FGDP(UK) supports the career development of both GDPs and DCPs and recognises the value of an 

integrated dental team in modern dentistry. 

 

For more information, please contact Charlotte Worker on 020 7869 6759 or cworker@rcseng.ac.uk. 

Also visit www.fgdp.org.uk for further details. 


