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Report from the Lay Advisory Group 2006-07 
 

1. The Lay Advisory Group was established in 2000.  During the last year the 

Lay Advisory Group has continued its work in support of the Faculty, ensuring that 

the patient and public perspective is represented in all of the Faculty’s work.  During 

the year there were four lay members of the group, who are joined by two dental 

members and staff from the Faculty. 

 

2. Changes in membership 

 

·  Peter Sanders leaves the group in June 2007 following six years as a member, 

during the last three of which he was chairman.   

 

·  The Faculty is very pleased to welcome Bob Elford as the group’s new chairman 

from June 2007. 

 

·  The Faculty is also very pleased to welcome Professor David Johns and Miss 

Kathy Tormann as new members of the group, and to welcome back Ashish 

Vithaldas, who took a one-year sabbatical. 

 

3. Internally, the LAG have played an important role in advising on initiatives key 

to the Faculty’s future, including the MJDF examination, DCP educational initiatives, 

and educational developments in sedation and prison dentistry the framework. They 

have also advised on other areas of the Faculty’s work, such as public relations and 

research, and members of the LAG serve on all of the Faculty’s Committees.  

 

5. The LAG has also responded to the following consultations: 

 

·  The London Dental Health and Education Strategic Partnership Consultation 

– A Vision for Londoners’ Oral Health 2016 



·  Department of Health Consultation – The Regulation of the Non-Medical 

Healthcare Professions 

·  NICE Patient and Public Involvement Programme – Reducing Dental Caries 

in Deprived Areas 

·  General Dental Council – Consultation on Proposed Development to the 

System of Assessing Overseas (non-EEA) Dentists Wishing to Join the UK 

Dentists’ Register 

·  Department of Health – Consultation on the Hospital Travel Costs Scheme 
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