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PRESS RELEASE 
 
 

New training programme provides academic base for primary care dentistry 

 

The Kent Centre for Dentistry at the University of Kent and the Faculty of General Dental 

Practice (UK) have collaborated in the development of an innovative new masters-level 

programme in primary dental care, due to start in early December 2007. 

 

Unlike their dental counterparts, general medical practitioners have had training opportunities 

and support for primary care-centred, evidence-based research through academic institutions 

allied to universities. This programme is a step towards redressing this imbalance, and aims 

to help participants acquire the fundamental skills and knowledge underpinning the optimum 

delivery of oral and general healthcare to individuals and the community, encompassing 

leadership, managerial and clinical aspects of primary dental care. 

 

The training programme, which can be studied on a part-time basis over one, two or three 

years, has been structured around three elements: the first year syllabus includes the 

practice structure, standards and personnel, and leads to a Certificate in Primary Dental 

Care; the second year addresses clinical and non-clinical competencies and skills; and the 

third year is based on a research project relevant to the participant’s practice. It is intended 

that the second and third years will lead to the award of a Diploma and MSc, respectively, 

following approval by the University of Kent. 

 

Mike Mulcahy, Honorary Professor at the Kent Centre for Dentistry and a previous dean of 

the FGDP(UK), is Director of the training programme. Mike says, "This is an exciting new 

programme, designed to enhance the personal and professional skills of the primary care 

dentist, allowing the practitioner to more effectively meet the changing needs of a modern 
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primary care service. The syllabus embraces all aspects of primary dental care, rather than 

just the clinical skill elements, and its highly flexible structure allows some individual course 

design by the student. Perhaps most of all, this entire programme will be delivered with the 

minimum of disruption to and time away from a busy dental practice." 

 

The deadline for applications for the first ©Certificate© year is 26 October 2007, with the 

programme due to start on 7/8 December 2007. For more information or to apply, contact the 

FGDP(UK) education department on 020 7869 6775 or email fgdp@rcseng.ac.uk. 

 

ENDS 

 

 
The Faculty of General Dental Practice (UK) is the academic home for general dental practitioners 

(GDPs) and dental care professionals (DCPs) in the UK. Based at The Royal College of Surgeons of 

England, it aims to promote excellence in the standards of patient care in general dental practice by 

encouraging involvement in postgraduate training and assessment, education and research. The 

FGDP(UK) supports the career development of both GDPs and DCPs and recognises the value of an 

integrated dental team in modern dentistry. 

 

For more information, please contact Charlotte Worker on 020 7869 6759 or cworker@rcseng.ac.uk. 

Also visit www.fgdp.org.uk for further details. 

 


