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FGDP(UK) sets the standards in aesthetic training

The Faculty of General Dental Practice (UK) is to offer the UK® first accredited training
programme in aesthetic dentistry, marking a significant step towards the delivery of a higher

guality of care for patients seeking aesthetic treatments.

Entry onto the programme, which leads to an Advanced Certificate in Aesthetic Dentistry, will
be restricted to dentists who are able to demonstrate existing advanced skills via prior
gualification in a related dental discipline. This requirement ensures that participants have

the requisite foundation knowledge essential for appropriate assessment of patients.

The programme will be led by Professor Mike Mulcahy, past dean of the FGDP(UK) and
Course Director for the FGDP(UK)® London-based Diploma in Restorative Dentistry, and Dr
Linda Greenwall, an examiner for the Fellowship of the FGDP(UK) and an authority on
restorative and aesthetic procedures. Teaching will be London-based and offered on a part-

time basis, with six units of study over 18 months.

Speaking on the programme, Mike Mulcahy says, "There exists a strong commercial
imperative for accreditation in the area of aesthetic dentistry, with patient demand having
fuelled a proliferation of dentists, and also non-dental professionals, offering ‘cosmetic’

procedures without the appropriate training and accreditation."

He continues: "This programme aims to improve the level of aesthetic care delivered to
patients, and will set the standards that all dentists should aspire to in the field. The

gualification also provides the public with a means of identifying dentists who have
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undertaken independent, acknowledged training in the field, enabling the patient to be

reassured of the standard of treatment offered."

The programme syllabus includes a compulsory module in which participants will examine
the issues surrounding the provision of cosmetic versus aesthetic treatments, including
discussions on the concept of ®mile design®ethical considerations, and medico-legal
issues. Other mandatory units are tooth whitening and direct anterior aesthetic restorations.
The optional modules, from which a further three units should be selected, include porcelain
veneers, facial aesthetics, posterior aesthetic restorations, implants and soft tissue
management in the aesthetic zone, complete denture aesthetics, crowns and bridge

aesthetic considerations, and orthodontics in aesthetic practice.

Applications to the programme are now open and will be accepted until 29 February 2008.
For further information, call 020 7869 6775, email benglefield@rcseng.ac.uk, or visit

www.fgdp.org.uk.

ENDS

Notes to Editors

1. Participants who complete the Certificate successfully will be awarded 60 credits at Master®
level. The Certificate also carries 60 credits on the FGDP(UK) Career Pathway.

2. Course entry requirements include the possession, from a recognised Higher Education
Institute, of: a masters or diploma in a relevant discipline, MGDS, FFGDP(UK), or a
Fellowship from a sister UK & Ireland Faculty in a relevant discipline.
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4. The Faculty of General Dental Practice (UK) is the academic home for general dental
practitioners (GDPs) and dental care professionals (DCPSs) in the UK. Based at The Royal
College of Surgeons of England, it aims to promote excellence in the standards of patient
care in general dental practice by encouraging involvement in postgraduate training and
assessment, education and research. The FGDP(UK) supports the career development of
both GDPs and DCPs and recognises the value of an integrated dental team in modern
dentistry.

For more information, please contact Charlotte Worker on 020 7869 6759 or

cworker@rcseng.ac.uk. Also visit www.fgdp.org.uk for further details.
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